
Dear Scioto Catholic Family, 
 
When someone says the word "Fall" we instantly begin to think Football games and 
pumpkin spice lattes.  However and sadly, that is what the fall season means to so 
many people. We have lost contact with the actual natural signs of the seasons and 
we turn to man-made expressions as signs for the change of seasons. But a pumpkin 
spice latte and football game aren’t true signals of the season change. 
 
If we turn to the help of the Church to understand the season of Fall, some might 
remember the practice of September Ember Days. Ember Days were meant to be 
quarterly observances that “the Church is accustomed to entreat the Lord for the 
various needs of humanity, especially for the fruits of the earth and for human labor, 
and to give thanks to him publicly.” (Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the 
Calendar, 45).   
 
Even today, Ember Days are especially a part of the agrarian heritage of our Faith. 
The Church recognizes our dependency on God for His gifts of nature. The Liturgy 
reflects this connection with nature and God. Before man became so civilized, 
weather, crops, farm animals and the change of seasons were a part of daily life for 
everyone. Not everyone lived in rural locations, but there was a recognition of the 
connection between the land and our life. The agrarian connection also recognized 
that while man could work the land, he can never control the elements. Returning to 
our agricultural roots brings true humility in remembering man’s role on earth as 
being completely beholden to God. The gift of nature is from God, and man is not 
and can never be in control of it. 
 
This stroll down memory lane is not intended to be a backward-looking movement 
or a desire to live in the past. Ember Days are still a part of the Church’s tradition. 
Ember Days are a help to live and understand the unbroken continuum of the 
Church’s Liturgy. Ember Days may look a bit different than pre-Vatican II, but 
Ember Days are still a part of the Church’s living tradition. 
 
While our Diocese specially does not observe Ember Days, we can still use this 
season of Fall to look with wonder at our gifts of nature from God, see the 
connections in your life, and use Fall as a time to turn your hearts in praise and 
thanksgiving. 
 
Many Blessings, 
 
Fr. Joe 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=10842
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=10842




Miss Notre Dame - Alexis Graf 

Notre Dame High School  Notre Dame Elementary 
2220 Sunrise Ave.  1401 Gallia St. 
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662  Portsmouth, OH 45662 
740-353-2354   740-353-2354 

Hello! My name is Alexis Graf, but most call me Lexi! I am a third 
generation Notre Dame Titan, and I am the daughter of Gregory and 
Alison Graf. I am one of five kids. I have a younger brother Aiden who is 
8, and a younger sister Izzy who is 6. They both attend Notre Dame 
Elementary. I have two other sisters, Maddie who is 4, and Katie who is 
1.   
  
I am a member of Notre Dame’s key club, yearbook staff, swim team, 
tennis team, and student council. I am a new inductee to Notre Dame’s 
National Honor society and I am member of the Scioto Catholic 
Community. There, I am part of high school youth group and a leader 
for junior high youth group and vacation bible school. 
 
As Miss Notre Dame, I plan to advocate for safe driving practices. I plan 
to educate the community on the importance of seat belt safety not just 
because it is the law but because it saves lives. In addition to seat belt 
safety, teaching the dangers of distracted driving. This platform is 
important to me because in 1998 my aunt, Katie Graf, was in a fatal car 
accident. She was not wearing her seat belt and was ejected from her 
car. If she would have been wearing it, she could have possibly still been 
here with us today. Seeing how this devastating accident has affected 
my family, as well as her friends, even after all this time has inspired me 
to bring awareness to the fatal consequences that could occur if some of 
the most basic safe driving practices are not followed. 
 
I want to thank my school faculty for allowing me to represent Notre 
Dame, and my fellow classmates for their support. I am so excited to see 
where this journey takes me. I can’t wait to make 11 new friends and 
together advocate for topics we are passionate about, as well as gain 
skills that are not just going to benefit us through our River Days 
journey but for the rest of our lives! 

Congratulations Lexi!!!!  Miss River Days 1st Runner Up!!! 

I am so honored to be your 
2019 Miss River Day’s First 
Runner Up and to have 
received the following awards:  
Outstanding Platform, Miss 
Congeniality, People’s Choice, 
Academic Excellence, Critical 
Thinking, Community Service, 
Fitness award, and third place 
on my float.  
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ST. Mary International Festival 
September 13, 14, 15 
We are having a food, fun & fellowship event which will 
include live free music and entertainment all weekend. 
Saturday’s events include an antique custom car & truck 
show, a craft vendor show and a flea market inside the parish 
center.  There will be food booths and a Chinese auction.  
There will be pony rides for the kids and a petting zoo.  
Sunday there will be a vintage tractor show. 

St. Mary  

150th Celebration 
Mass with Bishop Brennan 
September 15th at 10:30 am 
We are celebrating our parish’s 150th 
Anniversary of laying the cornerstone and 
Bishop Brennan will celebrate the 10:30 am 
Mass on Sunday. 

Oktoberfest/Halloween Party 
St. Peter October 5th  
Mass @ 4:00 
Josh Stewart Band will be performing. There will be 
hayrides, food, & drinks. Halloween Party (No witches, 
demons, etc. @ Mass please), kids games and more. 

All Saints Day 
Holy Day of Obligation 
October 31st—Vigil Mass times 
7:00 pm—St. Peter 
7:00 pm—Holy Redeemer 

November 1st - Mass Times 
10:00 am—NDHS All Schools Mass 
12:00 pm—St Mary 
6:00 pm—St. Monica 

 
All Soul’s Day 
9:00 am—Cemetery Mass @ Greenlawn 

RCIA Becoming Catholic 

Begins September 17th 6:30-8:00 PM 
St. Peter Hall 
Something missing in your life? Thinking about the 
Catholic faith?  Do you desire to be closer to God or want to 
know  more about the Catholic faith?  Come and See! All 
are welcome! 

Scioto Catholic 

Parish Schools Of Religion 
 
St. Monica & St. Peter Program 
Begins September 8th 10:15-11:30 AM 
St. Peter Hall 
 
Holy Redeemer & St. Mary Program 
Begins September 22nd 8:45-10:00 AM 
In the Holy Redeemer Activity Center 
 
Visit sciotocatholic.org/childrensministry for more 
information. 
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St. Mary’s 150th 
Anniversary 
Bishop Robert Brennan will 
visit Portsmouth St. Mary 
Church next month to highlight 
a celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of the laying of the 
church building’s cornerstone.  

He will celebrate a Mass at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 15 that will be part of 
the parish’s annual international festival, held on the parish grounds for 
more than 40 years. Festival dates and times are: Friday, Sept. 13, 5:30 to 
10 p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 14, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Sunday, Sept. 15, 11:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  
St. Mary Church is located at Fifth and Market St. in Portsmouth’s historic 
Boneyfiddle area, just outside of downtown. The parish was founded in 
1841. The church cornerstone was laid by Columbus’ first Catholic 
bishop, Sylvester Rosecrans, one year after the founding of the Diocese of 
Columbus in 1868.  
The building’s clock tower, built in 1895, reaches a height of 216 feet, the 
tallest church tower in the city. It houses three bells known as St. Peter, 
St. George and St. Philomena. The tower has been on the National 
Register of Historic Places since 1979.  
The parish is part of the Scioto Catholic consortium, with Father Joseph 
Yokum as pastor. Other parishes in the consortium, formed in 2017, are 
Portsmouth Holy Redeemer, New Boston St. Monica and Wheelersburg 
St. Peter in Chains.  

Scioto Catholic Community 

 

The cornerstone of Portsmouth St. Mary Church 
in the city’s Boneyfiddle area was laid in 1869. 
That event will be commemorated at a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Robert Brennan at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday, Sept. 15 as part of the parish’s 
annual International Festival. The parish was 
founded in 1841.  

DISCOVER: 

• The unique Catholic vision of love and marriage, 
which is profound that it spans from Paradise in 
Eden through Christ's sacrifice to the Marriage 
Feast of the Lamb in heaven. 

• The latest neurological science that harmonizes 
profoundly well with the Church's vision of love 
and marriage. 

• Powerful stories from around the globe of men 
and women whose lives give testimony to the 
power of love. 

• The structured approach used by saints to make 
true progress in the spiritual life. 

• The grace of renewal being offered to men and 
families through as encounter with Our Lady. 

TMIY Battle Over The Bride 

LOCATION and SCHEDULE: 
 
Saint Mary Activity Center,  
514 Market Street,  
Portsmouth, Ohio 
 
Starting Saturday Mornings Sept. 21st - Dec. 21st  
 
7:00 am Continental Breakfast 
7:20 am Video Presentation 
7:50 am Breakout Group Discussion 
8:20 am Conclusion (Mass at 8:30 am at Holy Redeemer) 
 
 
REGISTRATION: 
 
New registrants contact Tim Paul by cell:  
740.352.4017 or email tim@sciotocatholic.org  
(Last year registrants are already registered) 

mailto:tim@sciotocatholic.org













